THE     MEDICI

pared, against the advice of his ministers and generals, and
even of his mother, Louise of Savoy, to invade Lombardy with
a large army under his own command All the flower of the
French nobility flocked to join this expedition. Francis ap-
pointed his mother Regent of France in his absence, and
marched for Italy with the most powerful army which had
till then been seen in war.

At first Francis was successful. He took Milan, and then
proceeded to attack Pavia, defended by the experienced
Spanish general Antonio de Leyva. During three months
Pavia sustained a most rigorous siege, everything known to
the engineers of that age being employed to reduce it. Francis
added strong reinforcements to his army, bringing up a large
body of Swiss troops and also receiving troops sent to join
him by Clement, commanded by Giovanni delle Bande Nere,?
now the foremost commander of his time among the Italians.
Meanwhile Lannoy, Pescara, and Bourbon were collecting
troops sufficient to oppose the powerful army of Francis, and
at length advanced to the relief of Pavia. A great battle was
fought outside the walls on the 24th February 1525, in "which
the French sustained the most fatal defeat known in those
times. The battle of Pavia is the greatest military event of the
sixteenth century. Francis I (who very nearly lost his life
owing to his refusal to surrender to the Duke of Bourbon)
was taken prisoner; nearly ths whols of the French nobility
were either killed or captured, 10 ten thousand men of the
French army were killed and the rest surrendered; and in a
fortnight after the battle not a Frenchman remained in Italy
except those who were prisoners in Lannoy's hands. It was a
crushing defeat for France, whose whole military strength
had been collected in this army commanded in person by the
King. Lannoy at once sent news of his victory to Charles V,
who was in Spain, and shortly afterwards escorted Francis I
thither as a prisoner. Clement VII, aghast at the mistake he
had made, deserted Francis, and hastened to make a treaty
with the Emperor; but it was a hollow affair, and Clement's